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Waterfalls, wineries and Wiener schnitzel
along Washington’s Cascade Loop

TEXT BY MAXYE HENRY / PHoToes BY Lou HENRY

OMBINING A SCENIC WILDEENESS EXPERIENCE ON THE NORTH AND MORE CITIFIED
amenities on the south, the Cascade Loop Scenic Highway encircles the Cascade Range in
the heart of Washington state. The self-guided tour is a mere 440 miles or so, but it's worth
aleisurely trip of a few days with many stops for overnight camping, hiking, boating. sight-
seeing and indulging in fine dining and wine-tasting,

The route ¢an be traveled in either direction: we chose to begin in Bellingham, north of
Seattle; and drove south to State Route 20. We then headed east through North Cascades
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Leavenworth's shops and eateries entice with German pretzels and pastries.

One of many scenic waterfalls on the shores of Lake Chelan (previous page).

At the La Conner Brewing Co,, fine ale and wood-oven pizzas are served.
Lucky anglers catch bass and trout. Scenic vistas abound from the area’s
waterways. RV spots are close to the shoreline at Silverline Resort on
Pearrygin Lake. Hanging flower baskets grace La Conner’s First Street.
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HITCHES

Ma nufactured
Strong Since

19921

30,000 lb. GTW
7,500 ib. VTW

« #1 Hitch In America
+ Convert from 2 hitch fo a level bed In seconds

+ Meels all OEM fastening requirements

« Precige fit and Installation for all full-skzed trucks

« Bolts fo existing holes in the frame with ne drilling or welding
+ Installs under the bed with no bed removal

+ Requires only 2 4" hole in the bed

+ Gives you the rugged versatliity you want

+ Seven towing accessories to accommodate all your needs

« Powder coated for a durable and long lasting finish

+ Limited Liletime Warranty

+ All companents manufactured in the U.S.A.

e, apist
FPull s Gooseneck EMMI
ora 5 Wheel!

Sth Wheel £V Hiteh

18,000 Ib, GTW

ATTACHES UTILIZING THE TURNQUER BALL UNDER-BED MOUNTING S#STEM

o Easfy convert {roen  ikch o a fevel bed

+ Raquires no moanting rals to secure the hilch o the fruck bed

» Vinvation dampening pofyureihans bushings provide a quis ratl-bee Towing asperience
« Cam astion tathing handla ofers efiortess hook up and reéese, even Under pressure
o Full 1 18" wrap aeound Jooking aws for awory free cannetion and a smaoih law

+ Fuly atietsating heaet alowing frond o back end sida o ide pivoling

o Patended hydrausi dampener permiing a cotrlled 7 degeea side o side il

+ Tnrea vertcal agsiments ram 1475 inches 0 16.75 nches

« Thres posflons gving ou four inshes of hrizonialadfusimenl

» Rugged wide stance engieered for Improved stablly aod strengih

+ Poter coslid for a nioe aoting, duraté, ang lasting finisk

» M components manutactuted i the U84,

800.248.65 64

www.tumoverba".com
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stock up. Route 20 between Mazama
and Newhalem is closed during the
winter due to snow, avalanches and
rockslides,
the year, W thlngjr’r()u Pass is at 5,000-
feet elevation, with great views from
the trail near the visitor center.
Newhalem. a company town owned
and managed by Sea tle € City Light
power company as pdll ol its ‘\Lrlglt
Hydroelectric Project, is still home to
70 workers and their families. Historic
homes and buildings look much like
they did when the tuwu bustled with
workers and curious visitors d uring the
1630s. Walk over the suspension
hridge to sce Ladder Creek Falls and
the native-plant garden behind the art-
deco 110\\!@1]101!5(’ The Diablo Lake
Adventure Tour is a one-hour round
trip aboard the Alice Ross 11 that
chugs up the lake to the base of Ross
Darm and back again,

At the eastern end of the loop lies the
frontier town of Winthrop, with wood-
en sidewalks and false-fronted buildings
— including several built during the
mining s Boor at the end of the 10th cen-
tury. Eateries, a brew pub, shops and
the Shafer Museum entertain visitors.
Three-Fingered Jack's Saloon is the old-
est legal saloon in the state,

Silverline Resort on Pearrygin Lake
is a well-appointed, pet- friendly RV
park with sites on the shore as well as a
boat launch and a fishing dock. Paddle
boats can be rented. Lmd you can play
miniature golf, bocce ball and horse-
shoes. \Jecul‘l\« Pearrygin Lake State
Park has a beach swimming area, a
boat launch and a dock, plus campsites,
picnic tables, a bathhouse, horseshoe
pits and a VUHP\»IMH court. Campfire
programs are conducted every Tues-
day and Thursday night from ]11119 15
thr ough Labor Day. and the park offers
a Junior Ranger program for children.
The lake permits fishing, swimming,
water-skiing and p[’i"x()]hil watercrall.
Anglers fish for bass and trout in the
spring-fed lake, and bird-watching and
wildlife viewing are popular in the area.
I spring and summer, colortul wild-
flowers share the scene with red-
winged and yellow-headed blackbirds.

bt ity aceessible the rest of

Swinging to the south and heading
westward on State Route 153 and U.S.
97. Chelan and Lake Chelan are well
worth a pausé. Chelan is home to Tsil-
lan Cellars and five other wineries. all
l‘E?atl.lring u-'elcurning tasting TOOTIS.
Three Lady of the Lake cruise boats
take passengers 55 miles through one
ol the deepest gorges in North Ameri-
¢a to the northern end of the lake and
the isolated town of Stehekin, stopping
to almp off hikers and campers at a cou-
ple of small settlements along the way.

Rainbow Falls can be I[-‘:lLl!E’(f h\
taking a 3%-mile bus tour from the Ste-
hekin dock. Other bus and bicycle tours
are also popular. We met hikers who
planned to stay overnight at the Ste-
hekin Lodge and return the next day
alter taking one of the many day hikes
in the area. The two- to four-hour hoat
ride (dependin igon the time of vear and
which vessel you're on) is the onl\, way
back to Chelan unless vou opt to save
time by hopping on a ﬂc:dlplam’ for the
retm trip, as we did. Views of the wa-
terfalls we had seen from the boat were
equally stunning from the air.

Back in the BV on U.S, 97, we
turned off at Cashmere to visit Liber-
ty Orchards Candy Kitchen for a tour
and samples of f their famonus Aplets and
Cotlets, fruit-and-nut confections
based on a traditional family recipe for
Turkish delight. We shopped for bar-
gains in the factory store and then
headed west again on U.S, 2

The idea 0[ a Bavarian- tllblll(—'d
alpine village in Washington State may
seem a trifle sf_lllmllld\« but Leaven-
worth pulled itself out of economic
doldrums by revamping the old lum-
ber town’s image in the 1960s. Today.
hanging flower baskets garnish ginger-
bread facades on buildings, and restau-

rants  serve sauerbraten, Wiener
schnitzel and beer. Bakeries with Vi-
ennese pastries are temptingly dis-
played in the windows. and there’s
even a museunm with 2.000 nuterack-
ers. Surrounding mountain views and
clear air make it a picturesque p].{u;' to
stroll on a sunny day, and scenic vistas
turn truly nmgluﬂ under a frosting of
winter snow. The Wenatchee River
flows through the town, providing a
pleasant waterway for canoeing, kayak-
ing and bird- watching float trips. Out
of town, the Wenatchee, Methow and
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Tieton rivers get feisty enongh for
whitewater I(L[tma,

As we left Leavenworth, we were
ready for a change of pace, so we
k[upped tor himeh at the 59er Diner lor
burgers named after recording stars,
and indulged malts, musie and
memarabilia from the 1950,

Dece pii(m Falls near Skykomish is
just one of many waterfalls on the
south side of the ]u::p The short inter-
pretive trail is easily accessible and of-
fers u great view of caseading water and
clear pools.

Snohomish eans its litle as the “An-
tigue Capital of the Northwest,” with
more than 450 antique dealers, restan-
rants and \'hr:ps concentrated in a six-
block section of the old town, Tt
pedestrian-friendly, with lots of bench-
es and calés for lm:\\wn to \fnp and
enjoy a short break from shopping,

In Everett, we took The Boeing
(mnlmm f.u.tm‘v tour, Visitors enter
the largest Fmdt]mtr in the world by
mlnmr'. 472 million e¢nbic feet. The
complex is home to the 747, the 767,

the 777 and soon the brand-new
TSTTET Dreamliner, which will re-
portedly be ready to carry 200 to 300
passengers per tn}} by 2008,

On the flight line, we saw aireraft in
various stages of Hight-testing, and got a
look at how the company configures
planes for airlines and governments
around the world. The new $21.7-mil-
lion Fiture of Flisht Aviation Center,
which opened in December 2005, hous-
es the Boeing Tour Center. a gift shop, a
restaurant, a conlerence center, inter-
pretive displays and aerospace exhibits
provided by the Museum of Flight.

Tm-nmph‘l{ our Cascade Loop, we
took the ferry from Mukilteo to Whid-
bey Island. We detoured to the town of
Langley where the Edgecliff
Restanrant servey ele aant me wdls — be-
[nn' driving north on state highways

525 and 20) tntﬂ\( the Deception Pass
IE’-Hde.‘ back to the mainland. Rhodo-
dendrons, lilacs and other spring flow-
ers bloomed eve rywhere we looked.

La Conner is another extremely
cllm'ming waterlront town, home to
nany artists a id retirees, Restaurants,
a brew pub and galleries line the main
streets. La Conner is ilso home to three
musenms: the Musenm of Northwest
Art, Skagit County Historical Museum
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and La Cormer Quilt Museum.

Our final s stop was in Anacortes,
where we toak ‘lwlmlv watching erise
through the San Juan Islands. Puget
Htmm] is home to nearly 100 oreas in
three different lmdx, and California
gray whales visit in the spring and sum-
mer. Oreas of all ages and sizes were
clearly visible from the boat, along with
gray whales, porpoises, sea lions and a

variety of birds, mcluding bald eagles.

Waterfulls, wildlife and welcoming
towns — what more could a traveler

ask for? Plan to explore Washington's
Cascade Loop yourself, either hlllrm—
ing the route we took or taking the
southern leg first and returing west-
ward throneh the national park. @0

® The Cascade Loop Association,
(509) 662-3888,

cascadeloop.com

Washington State Tourism, (800) 544-
1800, experiencewashington.com,
Circle 231 on Reader Service Card.
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The road goes on forever.

Unfortunately, warranties do not.

GOOD SAM CLUB

CONTINUED SERVICE PLAN

Mechanical breakdowns occur at the worst times—like the day after your

warranty expires, That's why we created the Good Sam Club Continued Service Plan
(CSP), au extended service plan, This mechanical breakdown insurance is offered
ditect to you, with no middleman—and no hassles. CSP provides protection for your
«coach, mechanical parts, major systems, and even the accessories and appliances in
your RY. Whether your manufacturer’s wareanty has expived or yout new rig is fully
covered, GSP picks up where your warranty leaves off, And best of all CSP can

authorize repairs on the phone so there’s no cash out of your pocket (other than yc.ur

deduetible) on covered repairs,

Request a FREE CSP Quote Today

Call toll-free 1-877-592-417% of visit us onlitic 4t GoodSamCSP.com
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GSP was created by and for the Good Sam Club by Allinity Brokerage, Ing. @ 2006 The Good Sam Club 5P
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