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When you're flying a kite,
well, it’s like a piece of
you is flying, too.

— Richard Dermer




BY MARIA DOLAN

y memories of kite
flving as a Seattle
kid are few, and
they all have a
common theme:
My fingers froze. My father loved the
challenge of launching our craft; [
loved hanging out wich him, something
that would have been even more enjoy-
able somewhere out of the wind and driz-
zle. As an adult, I've never gone but of my
way to hold a Kite string, Bur while warch-
ing someone work to get a stubbomn kire aloft,
I wondered if | was missing something, Surely,

there must be a hidden payoff to this challeng-
ing, digit-numbing pastime.

oting the breeze at Long Beach'’s
nigh-flying International Kite Festival

I got clued in at the Washington State
International Kite Festival, a weeklong
event held each August on southwest
Washington’s Long Beach Peninsula. The
stretch of beach 15 famous for near-perfect
Kiting conditions. There are no cliffs, build-
ings, or big trees nearby to cause air turbu-
lence. And best of all, no power lines to
snag the kites.

Local residents started the festival in
1981 as a way to promote their string of
cute beach towns. Their first event
attracted only nine participants and a few
dozen spectators—but from there the
idea took flight, “Today, the Long Beach
kite festival is the largest of its kind in
b S




North America, artended by an est-
mated 50,000 to 100,000 people over
the week. In 2004, the Kite Trade
Association named the festival the
best in the LIS, for its popularity and
for its lincup of events and intermi-
rional gueses.

On the Long Beach Peninsuli, it's
NUL UCOMMOn t Sec one or two Rites
in the sky, adrft on the blue backdrop
like ships at sci. At the festival, howey-
er. the hundreds of Kites overhead jos-
tle for space like boats ina busy harbor.
“Ir’s colorful bevond beliet.” says festi-
val participant Bill Cox. “In the middle
of the week. when the fesnival peaks,
there could be up to a thousand kites in
the airat a ume.”

Enormous cat-shuped kites prowl
among the clouds: sport kites swoop
and dive like bats; and “ladders to the
shy"—kite rraing made up of several
hundred small kites arached to one
secem to streteh o infinity

line
Fluctering fabric flags and streamers
known as “windfeathers™ and “line
laundry” decorate the tents of Kite
enthusiasts and clubs.

Cos and his wife, Jo Ann. both

The word “kite” comes from the Anglo-Saxon word “cyta,” a kind of hawk.
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retired. have attended a number of
festivals with the Lilac City Wind
Chasers of Spokane. Their elub spe-
cializes in “trains.” “We'll pur 101
kites on a line, cach six feer apart.
Then we anchor the line in the sand
or attach it to the boardwalk and let it
flv.” he explains, The Coxes also fly
two-line kites. Jo Ann revealed what
mukes flying kites so appealing to her:
“You have to concentrate so hard you
kind of forzet vour troubles,” she
suys. “You just. .. ("

Activities fill cach day durning the
festival. At a showease of fighter kites,
flicrs muneuver the flar, lighoweight,
tilless kites so they swirl like loose
picees of paper. In some parts of the
waorld, fliers battle with their fighrer
kites, attempring to knock a competitor
out of the skyv. Sometimes they coat
their kite line with glass in order to cut
an opponent’s line. In North America,
fighter-kite fliers win points simply by
touching the other kite's line, or by
demonstrating feats of skill.

Other events include the tniest
kite compertition. where a design ean be
as small as a houseflv. During the Kite

baller competition, fliers chorcograph
routines set o music. Some competi-

rions even take place indoors ar a local
avin, where thers keep their light-
welght kites aloft with the constant
movement of their hands,

The festval draws international
enest artses from as far away as Japan,
South Americi, and Furope, who show
off kires and kicing skills rarely seen in
our country. At booths, festivalgoers can
view exhibits, shop for kites. or make
one of theirpwn, Enthusiastie spectators
are even encouraged to ask for permis-
sion to hald or fly the kites on display.

For some people. flving a kire can
be a spiritual experience. Richard Der-
mer of Oklahoma, a former president of
the American Kitefliers Assoctation who
has taught thousands of children the art
of kite making and kite flying, says,
“When vou're flyving a kite, well, 1ts like
a picce of you 1s flving, wo.”

For others. designing and display-
ing homemade kites is the appeal.
Retired engineer Sam Huston of Kent,
one of the country™s rop kire builders,
artends the festival wich his wife, Ann,
to show off some of his hundreds of




designs by flving them. “We spend

the day puting kites up and taking
them down.” he savs. Huston likes to
work with  historic  designs and
ancient symbals. Ac the 2005 fesuval,
one of his kites resembled o Navajo
blanket; another incorporated Celtic
knot work. When making o kite,
Huston first credtes a prototype using
sailboat spinnaker cloth. If the proto
type iy atrworthy, he sews the actual
kite from colorful ripstop nylon, the
preferred fabric for modern kites.

Huston says the reason he loves to
fly kites is meffable, something one
carnt only understand by holding the
strings oneself. “If you're holding a
line and someone asks why,” he adds.
“don’t bother to answer because they
won't understand.”

My own enlightenment came
when kite designer Mark Reed, pres-
ident of Seattle’s Prism Designs,
placed an ultralight, two-line sport
kite in my hands while I was stand-
mg near the edge of the Long Beach
surt. These models are made of aero-
space materials such as carbon fiber
and Kevlar, and weigh only a few
ounces. Some can fly 70 miles per
hour. As in figure skating, competi-
tions for sport kites are judged on

Kite-traing-and sport

Kites (below right) are
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S e festival,
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The museum, In Lo
only. ene of its kind in the V
Hemisphere. (Japan and other
In Asia where kites have a long

derail, and experts can make their
creations perform dazeling acrobaties,
[ wouldn't win any comperi-
tions with my firse effores, which a Long Beach bung
home, a former fitne
each with 4
play space.
New the museum can
kites, such as a 20-foot-long, hand-pe
Indonesian shark kite
In an activity room, visitors can even
try their hand at making thelr own
kites. The museum is located at
308 Sid Snyder Drive S.W. For
currernt -exhibits and  even
call (360) 642-4020 or go to
www.worldkitemuseum
com.—=M.D.
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~plus square feet of dis-

mostly involved trving to keep the
bar-winged kite from nosediving
inty spectators’ heads, Bur as |
worked with the wind., my kite
swooped and sodred. 1 focused
so rightly that 1 didn’t even
notice that the tips of my fin-
gers were turning bluc.

Lhis years Tnternanional Kite
Festival  tates  place  August
2127, For a schedule of ecenrs
and additional information,
wisit waa Litefestioal con.
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